
About Our Green Group 
 
We have set up a green discussion group, Our Green Group,  
 
Who are we? 
We are a small international group of project managers, designers, engineers and 

landscape designers, experts in waste and water management, planning and 
public consultation as well as lawyers and accountants. We meet regularly to 
discuss aspects of designing more sustainably and seek opportunities to 
collaborate on ongoing and future projects. 

 
We debate ideas such as using biomimicry in design, planning for reuse and recycling, 

and “cradle-to-cradle” design.  For example we discussed how to reuse surplus 
sea containers, and experienced directly the design of the restaurant Wahaca 
made from containers after our meeting in South Bank London on 25 September.  

 
We use venues with a message, such as the hotel overlooking the 2012 Olympic Park 

in Stratford, the cafe at Excel during Ecobuild, (where we formed what I think could 
in future be called an Ecobuild Fringe Event), and recently London South Bank 
notable for a protest against relocating the skateboarder community and for using 
converted shipping containers for a two-storey restaurant with outdoor terrace 
space. 

 
Our Green Group is a successful project incubator hub, a knowledge sharing hub and 

networking hub. One of the outcomes is the formation of a consortium of 
companies, which are now bidding for projects and consulting on sustainable 
construction, waste and water management and project management in Latin 
America and elsewhere. 

 
Involving communities 
One of Our Green Group’s key emerging themes is finding a different way to go about 

the initiation of projects, in which community involvement is given a high priority 
from the start. We believe this will result in better projects, less social unrest as 
community fears can be appreciated and addressed, and new and exciting 
perspectives on meeting targets for sustainability. Our model for engagement is in 
the form of a '3 Communities Dialogue' (domestic, commercial and government). 
This approach to project delivery - setting up projects with stakeholder workshops 
right at the inception - is proving to be a winning formula for project management. 

 
Core Values of Our Green Group 
 

• We have a core intuition in the group that those urban systems that can 
adapt best to climate change and climate challenges will become the 
economic centers of the future.  

• Social and climate resilience working together is a vital requirement, so 
community involvement is a very important part of all infrastructure, 
commercial and housing projects. 

• External public areas, well designed, managed and used, are important to 
the positive development of communities and changing community 
integration 

• Knowledge should be transferred, through individuals interacting, solving 
problems together and creating dynamic business and social communities. 


